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THE IMAGE OF THE “BLUENOSE” SHOWN ABOVE ON A 1937 STAMP HAS 
BEEN USED BY US BEFORE.  THE OCCASION FOR USING IT AGAIN IS 
THE LAUNCHING AT LUNENBURG, NOVA SCOTIA ON 29 SEPTEMBER, 
2012, OF THE REBUILT HULL OF “BLUENOSE II”.  ON PAGE 2 WE HAVE 
AN UPDATE ON THE PROGRESS OF THE REBUILDING WORK .  
 
 
 



 
 
                   IS IT TO BE “BLUENOSE II” OR “BLUENOSE II½” ? 
 
The Bluenose II was built in 1963 for the Oland Brewery to commemorate the original 
Bluenose (1921 to 1946).  The new vessel had the same hull shape, masts, rigging and 
sail plan as the original but it was a yacht rather than a fishing schooner.  The cost of the 
Bluenose II was a little over $200,000.  After over thirty years of service (a longer period 
than life of the original) the hull was restored but not rebuilt in 1994-95.  Ownership 
changed in 1971 when Olands sold the vessel to the province of Nova Scotia for $1.00. 
 

The hull had suffered from hogging.   
The sketch on the left shows how this 
occurs.  If a ship is of a length that is 
about the distance between ocean swells 
it becomes subject to forces which bend 
and distort the hull.   The opposite forces 
apply when the ship bridges between 
two swells – the bending forces then act 
in the opposite direction.  This is called 
“sagging”.  The combined actions of 
hogging and sagging, together with other 

twisting motions, are hard on the hull of a wooden ship and shorten its life.  In addition a 
wooden hull can take a permanent bend or “hog” if the centre of the hull is more buoyant 
than the bow or stern.  
 
It was decided that a complete rebuild of the hull of Bluenose II was required and work 
was started 2010.  Much of the hull and decking has had to be replaced including all the 
planking.  The hull is now planked in angelique, a wood from Surinam and French 
Guiana noted for its strength and durability.  It is superior in most respects to teak and 
oak and has a good resistance to marine borers.  Unfortunately it is more difficult to work 
and dulls tools quickly.  Work has progressed to the point that the 285 tonne hull was 
launched last month (29 September). 
 
There is still a lot to be done before the rebuilding is complete.  The masts, rigging, sails, 
ironwork, deck structures, safety equipment and electronics retrieved from Bluenose II 
will be reused.  Installation of these items plus new mechanical and electrical systems 
will take until 2013.  It is estimated that the final cost of the job will be approximately 
sixteen million dollars.  Because over half of the vessel will be new (certainly by cost) 
the question has been asked “is the name Bluenose II appropriate for the rebuilt ship, or 
should it be Bluenose III or Bluenose II½ or something else?”  There has been no 
announcement to date but my guess is that she will still be “Bluenose II”.  
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                REMEMBERING MICHEL CYR 
 
Members of the Society were shocked to hear of the passing of 
Michel Cyr on September 26.  Michel had been a member of the 
Alberta Ship Model Society for about ten years and had only 
recently completed his model of HMS Bounty.  The family 
plans to donate the model to a long term care home in Saint 
Albert.  Captain Lorne has spoken to Mrs Cyr (Monique) and 
extended condolences to the family on behalf of the Society. 
 
 

 
LAST MEETING 
 
There were nine members present for the October meeting.   
 
Captain Lorne recounted his conversation with Monique Cyr following the notice of 
Michel’s death (see above).  Michel had been looking after two tubs of the ASMS library.       
Lorne and Patrick Henry volunteered to take one tub each. 
 
Alan Thain recently acquired a two volume set of books “Titanic – the Magnificent Ship” 
by Bruce Beveridge, Scott Andrews, Steve Hall and Daniel Klistorner.  These present an 
enormous amount of detail about RMS Titanic and her two sister ships.  In response to a 
request from the Wild Rose Antique and Collectibles club Alan is preparing a talk on 
model ship building, which he will give and illustrate with models from his collection. 
 
Tim Ruptash reported on his contact with Brian Small.  Brian is still willing to look after 
our web site but “commuting” from Camrose is not practical.  He will probably be able to 
attend some meetings, but we will have to develop a suitable means of keeping up our 
communications. 
 
ON THE WAYS  

Jim Patrick is 
considering building a 
radio controlled model 
of a World War II 
Liberty ship.  It would 
probably be 1:96 scale.  
As a start Jim has 
purchased a Trumpeter 

kit for a Liberty ship which will at least give him a basic set of plans. 
 
                                                                                                           (Continued on Page 4) 
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ON THE WAYS                                                                  (Continued from Page 3) 
 
Bob Reeves is continuing work on his Norske Love 
 
Peter Jaras brought in a bundle of fine wire which he had obtained from a florist. The 
wire is suitable for simulating handrails or similar piping.  Peter offered some to any 
members who could make use of it.  Thanks, Peter, for doing this. 
 
Patrick Henry is still researching his model of HMS Queen Elizabeth.  He did bring in the 
only model on display.  This was of HMS Prince of Wales and was his first ship model in 
1:350.  It started with the Tamiya kit but proceeded with much more detail based on his 
research and the Gold Medal etched brass developed for this kit. A couple of pictures of 
Patrick’s model are shown below. 
 

    
Because there is a bit of space to fill, here is another picture of one of Patrick’s models, 
this time the Italian cruiser Pola,  aken in September, 2009, 

 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the ASMS will be held on Wednesday, 21 November, 2012 at 
7:00pm at McNally Senior High School.  This will be our last meeting for 2012. 
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CLINKER BOAT BUILDING                     by Doug Hamby 
The following article appeared with the newsletter we recently received from the North 
West Model Shipwrights.  It was written by the late Doug Hamby who used to be a 
member of their club.  The article appeared originally in the journal “Model Shipwright” 
(Vol 98) and is reproduced here with thanks to the author, the journal and the club.  It 
was a single article, but because of our space limitations will have to be split into 3 parts. 
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CLINKER BOAT BUILDING                                             (Continued from Page 5) 

                                                                                        (To be continued next month) 
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