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THIS PICTURE OF THE STEAMER “NORTHCOTE” OF THE HUDSON’S BAY 
COMPANY SHOWS HER NEAR FORT EDMONTON IN 1875, THE YEAR OF 
HER FIRST TRIP THERE.  IT IS A PIECE OF A MODERN PAINTING BY 
PETER RINDLISBACHER.  SEE PAGE 2 FOR MORE OF THE SHIP’S STORY. 
 



                   MORE ABOUT THE HBC STEAMER “NORTHCOTE” 
 
I seem to get most of my ideas for newsletter topics from the newspapers any more.  
Recently there have been a couple of references to the Hudson’s Bay Company steamer 
Northcote, and just today (9 May) another reference appeared because 9 May is the 
anniversary of the beginning of the battle at Batoche in which the ship played a role. 
 
The Northcote has appeared in “Knots & Splices” in years gone by.  The first story 
appeared in the October, 1998, issue (Volume XVI, Number 2) and she was mentioned 
again when the postage stamp picturing the ship was noted  (Summer, 2005, issue). 
 

Some pictures have turned up with more 
information of interest about SS Northcote   
Most of the images are of the ship as she 
appeared in 1885, the year that she took 
part in the action at Batoche.  Shown at the 
left is the Northcote on the South 
Saskatchewan River near Medicine Hat, 
taken from a larger engraving.  The 
earliest image we have of the ship is on the 
cover of this issue of “Knots & Splices”.  
This is taken from a larger modern 
painting of the ship off Fort Edmonton in 
1875.   
 

 

 
At the end of the navigation season in 1885 Northcote was beached at Cumberland House, 
where she lay and deteriorated for almost twenty years. Finally in 1904 the ship was set 
on fire to get rid of an eyesore.  The photograph above was taken of her in 1894.  
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LAST MEETING 
 
There were six members in attendance at the 16 May, 2012 meeting of the Society. 
 
The following points re our web site were discussed and Lorne will pass them on to Brian. 
• The description of the club may be too restrictive.  We model in more media than wood 
i.e. plastic, fibreglass, etc. 
• Regarding internet security and information, we should not include member lists that 
appear in “Knots & Splices” when the newsletter is published on the web site. 
• Lorne and Alan should be shown on the web site as contact people. 
• Should start to add back issues of “Knots & Splices” on the site.  (Brian and Neil have 
already had a brief discussion on this subject.) 
• Consider a photo gallery on the site using both new and archived images.  
 
Tim and Alan spoke to the Edmonton IPMS (International Plastic Modellers Society) 
about obtaining a display table for ASMS at their June 2 contest and show at the Aviation 
Museum.  Unfortunately there is no security and no protection of the models so it was 
decided that ASMS would not participate. Some of our members also belong to IPMS 
and will be taking part in the show, including Tim, Alan, Patrick and Kelvin.  
 
ON THE WAYS 
 

Peter Chapman brought in his 
completed model of a Chesapeake 
kayak from a Midwest kit.  The photo 
(left) shows Peter’s model.  The name 
of the kayaker is unknown but the 
close-up below shows him in more 
detail.  Peter once owned a full sized 
version of this boat, which was bought 
as a “stitch and glue” kit to make a 
wooden kayak. 
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ON THE WAYS                                                                 (Continued from Page 3) 

 
Campbell Ross has started the second planking of his HMS Unicorn.  He brought a hand 
carved and painted figurehead of a unicorn in a larger scale than the model, shown on the 
left, above.  He also brought in four books.  In the picture on the right they are, clockwise 
from the upper right, (a) Patrick O’Brian – Critical Essays and a bibliography by A.E. 
Cunningham, (b) Harbors and High Seas – an atlas of the novels of Patrick O’Brian, by 
Dean King, (c) Persons, Animals, Ships and Cannon in the Aubrey Maturin Sea Novels 
of Patrick O’Brian, by Anthony Gary Brown, and (d) A Sea of Words by Dean King. 
 
Michel Cyr is looking for a new kit to build.  He is considering HMS Discovery. 
 
Bob Reeves is in the early stages of construction on his model of Norske Love. 
 
Thanks to Tim Ruptash for taking notes and to Peter Chapman for the pictures in this 
issue of “Knots and Splices”. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the ASMS (and last until September) will be held on Wednesday, 20 
June, at 7:00 pm at McNally Senior High School. 
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MORE ABOUT THE HBC STEAMER “NORTHCOTE”  (Continued from Page 2) 
 

 
However the fire could not destroy the boiler and other ironwork.  These were preserved 
as a memorial at Cumberland House.  The photograph above (by George Parsons) shows 
the relics as they were in 1992, still well preserved and maintained. 
 

 
A model of SS Northcote was completed just recently (September, 2011) by David 
Nelson of West Hill, Ontario.  There are no detailed plans of the original available, so 
David had to go by old photos and engravings, together with recorded dimensions of the 
ship.  The scale of the model is 1:64, and the general construction and details follow the 
practice of the 1870’s.  He has made provision for radio controlled operation of the model 
on water.  David has a web site http://dnelson.ca . 
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http://dnelson.ca/


                                    SOME SOCIETY HISTORY 

The picture above graced the cover of the April, 1984 issue of the ASMS newsletter, 
which hadn’t yet been given a name yet but was Volume 1, Issue 4.  The printing method 
in use then didn’t allow for reproducing photos so many illustrations had to be sketches.  
All the 20 members who attended the previous meeting were actively working on models 
including 4 of Bluenose (one by Tim Ruptash) and 3 Norske Love.  Alan Thain had 
completed a ship in a bottle and Peter Jaras was working on a model of Santa Maria.       
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